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N deal of time to devote to charitable and

| open-handed members's Many a young
* woman, now safely launched on a busi-
L ness carcer, owes her start to Mrs, Fish.

b,
girls
v

. L out and introduced, adapted to her uses,

"’an geemn, she is one of its bitterest

P ‘misjudged by one not familiar with her
. except on her social side,

Al

Mrs. Astor is the Reputed Head,
but it is Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish'
who Entertains Most Lavishly,
Introduces the Novelties and
Spends the Most Money.

To come to the point at once: For all
that Mrs. Astor is the recognized head |
of the famous “Four Hundred,"” .\Il's.l
Stuyvesant IMigh, of Newport, New York
and the “Foor Hundred," is America's
leading society personage.

She has spent a bigger fortune on w-\
cizl emertainments than any other wo-
man of her day and generation, probably
thian any other woman who ha

America.

lived in

She was one of the summer pioneers
at Newport, and her social life there

S

has helped most p(mrrfj.:l!‘\- to make that| !
hot weather city by the sea famed oh |

two continents,

She is the most consistent, most regu-
lar entertainer Mrs.
Astor gives one or two big functions in
the course of a twelve Mrs,
Stuyvesant IFish does nor average less
than a half dozen a year, and her small |

in this country.

month;

dinners, receptions and other lesser en-
tertainments are several times more nums-
erous than the weeks. No other member of
the socidlly elect is so much the hostess,
and but few of the titled social lights of
Europe, is more
heavily gone in for than here, can equal
her record of functions, big and little, of
the past ten or fifteen years.

where entertainment

The various epochal steps in her so-|
cial career are marked by the most ex-
embracing,
press  agent
stupendous,

traordinary entertainments,
the alliterative
would oput it, startling,

stupefying, stunning innovations.

circus

as

“Only Mrs. Fish would dare to do
such a thing,” is a stock comment by
her associates,

In brief, it may be =mid that it was
she who set the style of entertainment
and amusement that has been in vogue
gmong the millionaire and multimillion-
aire social devotees of recent years, and
us of little money, too, The cakewalk,
gymhkana races, society vaudeville, pri-
wate theatricals by professionals on an
elaborate scale, costume and symbolical
dances, and festivals on a scale even
more magnificent, and true to times past
to the slightest detail; the engagement
of the world's most noted and high-
est-priced song-birds for an afternoon or
evening of music—all these widely
copied features of present day big i o
society amusement she either planned

bor was insirumental in giving them thei
popularity,
' Mrs. Fish is, in truth, the genius—

one may almost say, the bruins—of lh.t
“Four Hundred" And, strange as

itics.

She is easily the busiest society de-
‘Wotee in the country, and yet for all her
‘ramifying interests in this butterfly sort
of existence she somehow finds a great

ohilanthropic work. Thigy however, does
attract the attention that her un-

al modes of entertaining do, and nat-
rally, 50 that Mrs, Fish could be easily

Socicty counts_her one of its most

She is_particularly keen to help young

talent for the arts but with no

.

money to secure them the necessary coy-
eted education. 1ler fondness for grand
opera and classical music in general has
led her to be the good fairy to quite a
nwmber of girls mnbitious to become
prima donnas in time.

A story is told of her way of carrying
rood messages to those hoping against
hope,

It seems that a well known painter of
portraits was commissioned to paint
Mra, Fish. At a sitting the conversation
turned on art students, and this led the
artist to tell of a certain young woman
in one of his classes who was making
exceptional progress, who sediied to
have what is known among the profes-
sion as the divine fire, but who was
soon to lay down her brush and palette
for the stenographer’s pencil because of
lack of funds. “But,” added the speaker,
“mark my words, she'll be back in the
class as soon as ghe has managed to rake
and scrape together enough money to
give her another course of instruction.”

Two nights later Mrs. Fish, unaccom-
panied, unexpectedly appeared before the
portrait painter as he was busy in the
class room,

"Show me the student you were telling
me of the other day,” she commanded,
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“1 like her earnest look,” she added, a
moment later; “please call her to me”
Then, when the young woman had come
up, Mrs, Fish said:

“You are to continue here until you
are ready to take a step upward, and
remember, under no condition are you
to give vup your studies until you are
fully equipped for your work”

With that she swept out of the class-
room and on her way to a social fune-
tion, and had not the man informed the
stupefied and shaking student who her
benefactor was she would probably have
remained ignorant of her identity to this
day, the necessary lundn.[?lw.j_'”"
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who quite incidentally brought the
voung woman's case to the attention of
Mrs. Fish.

A rather daring and out-of-the-ordi-
nary way of engaging in philanthropic
work, but in her social life she is even
more during and ingenious,

Recently she set the tongues of the
country’s gossips to wagging when it
was announced that she was lo give a
dinner at which the guests were to ap-
pear in bathing suits. Newport has it
thit before the season is finally over she
is expected to give a yaching-party-in-
doors rentertainment, at which, it is
whispered, the guests will be received,
amused and dined in a yacht, in her
great ballroom in Crossways, a marble
“cottage,” and one of her three homes,
There is her city house in Seventy-eighth
street, New York, and her third house
is known as “Glenclyffe.” It is at Gar-
risons-on-the-Hudson, opposite West
Point, and is the old home of the Fishes,

At her “Harvest Festival” some time
ago Mrs, Fish transformed the spacious
lawn of her Newport “cottage” into a
farm. Sheaves of wheat, shocks of corn

|
|

cation being supplied through the man| spazed

\

andd haystacks of conventional size were

attered about ) one corner of the lawn

Wils where two oxe fresh
r Rhode lslund
The house itself

with products of the soil; agricultural

A pasture, i,

from a farm, quietly

wis stored
pnplements that had been in daily use
decorated the rooms, Mrs, Fish, repre
senting the goddess of agriculture, re-
cetved her puests on a dais of plows,
The
broad piazza was made into a grape ar-
bor, the living vines bearing luscious
clusters of fruit; the Hower beds and
the wall were planted with the
kinds of wild flowers that are to be
found in every countrvside,

reapers, cultivators gnd what not.

stone

To obtain the harvest effect desired
Mrs., Fish bought up a goodly portion
of the crops of a small Rhode lsland
farm; and its owner also made a second
pretty penny hy placing the sheaves of
hheal.llbc haystacks, the shocks of corn
and other things in traditional manner.

She has had an entire theatrical com-
pany, stars and chorus, provide post-
midnight vaudeville for a house full of
guests, She has made over her town
ballroom into a amall theater, the stage
being complete in every detail. She has
had a speeial play written for production
by her.

At a dinner the table's centerpiece was
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the period;, spending thousands of dol-
lars to give the aluair as correct a set-
tingg ns possible.

As a result of her work in connection
with the ball, Mrs! Fish is a recognized
and, 0
vaudeville, L
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authority on the peace ball and entertain-
ment other She
spent weeks in studying up on the sub-
ject before she began actunl work on
the ball; her thoroughness in this mat-
ter is but indicative of her thoroughness
in all things, Therefore, ber days are
erowded with work,

TACes |

andl things colonial,

.?
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As a critic of the Newport set Mra

Fish certainly  thorough-going-—and

refreshing. Probably no one butside the}

charmed circle of e "Four Hun

has spoken or wrilten harsher

about it. She says that thy Newpor

folk are “uniformly stupid |

ascribes little or no brains to not &5

and generally and specificall

clares that they are “toa

dukes and such things" |
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